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Friday, June 1, 2001
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
LEGISLATURE APPROVES $81 MILLION EIU BUDGET

CHARLESTON - The state budget approved by the Illinois General Assembly and Gov.
George Ryan will allow Eastern Illinois University to move forward with its plans to renovate
and expand the University's Doudna Fine Arts Center building, furnish the newly remodeled
library with moveable equipment and provide faculty and staff with salary increases.
Under the budget agreement, Eastern will receive a general and income funds
operating budget for fiscal year 2002 amounting to $80,885,600, a $4,493,200 or 5.9 percent
increase.
This overall increase for FY 2002 incorporates a 7.2 percent increase in general funds
(state tax)- the highest percentage increase of all public universities- and a 3.2 percent increase
in income fund (tuition and fee) monies.
"I want to thank the General Assembly for its fiscal year 2002 Eastern budget
recommendation. This budget will ensure the continuation of our long-standing tradition of
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providing quality education for the citizens of Illinois. We are especially appreciative of the
efforts of Sen. Judy Myers, Rep. Dale Righter, the Illinois Board of Higher Education and the
Governor in supporting our FY 2002 budget request," said Carol Surles, EIU president.
"We are especially thrilled that the General Assembly approved $40,003,000 for the
renovation and expansion of the Doudna Fine Arts Center and $4 million in capital funding for
moveable equipment for the soon-to-be renovated Booth Library," Surles said.
The approved state budget for FY 2002 preserves funding for a "3+2+ 1" salary initiative
- a base average salary increase of 3 percent for facu lty and staff, plus a 2 percent salary increase
to recruit and retain critical faculty and staff. Unjversities are expected to provide a 1 percent
institutional match to recruit and retain critical faculty and staff.
The academic irutiatives at Eastern to be funded include $100,000 to hire faculty and staff
who will support a bachelor of science degree in computer information systems; $1 00,000 to
support an alternative teacher certification program; $348,500 for technology enhanced and
delivered instruction; and $690,000 for acaderillc base support, wruch includes enhancing
instructional equipment to ensure that students are appropriately prepared in their disciplines.
Eastern will also receive $156,700 to reduce the backlog of deferred maintenance.
A total of $4.9 million will fund a project to convert public television stations at five
public universities, including Eastern, to digital operations. Eastern will receive $814,444 in FY
2002 - the third year of funding.
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